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Court Yard Hotel, Main Street, Leixlip, Co. Kildare.

19th March - 7.15pm
Staff, regular punters and locals alike are all
welcome and invited to partake in the event.

Complimentary Finger
Food and Live Music! 
Jazz Hair Design, Leixlip are supporting the
event and will be performing the SHAVING
AND DYEING on the night in the hotel.

✱ IN AID OF THE IRISH CANCER SOCIETY

Please contact a member of staff to take part.

Donate Online!
For details see www.mycharity.ie or
www.facebook.com/courtyardhotel.

The Court Yard Hotel’s ‘SHAVE OR DYE’…

by Cliona Leslie

MAIREAD McGuinness,
MEP officially launched
the book ‘Going For-
ward Looking Back-
reflections on two
decades of  Irish Charity
work in Central and
Eastern Europe’ last
Friday evening (25th
February) in Renehan
Hall, NUIM. 

Speakers at the launch
included Dr Patty Gray,
NUI Maynooth who carried
out interviews for the book
and editor Frances
Haworth of  the aid agency
Comber.

Caroline McGreal of  the
Tanner Romania Mission
and Ned Hayden from the
Burren Chernobyl Project
and Mairead McGuinness
(FG) also spoke. 

The book tells the extra-
ordinary story of  the Irish
relief  efforts in Central
and Eastern Europe since
the early 1990s. Each story
is powerful and unique,
illuminating the journeys
of  ‘ordinary’ men and
women who were moved to
help in the aftermath of  the
Chernobyl disaster, the fall
of  Nicolae Ceausescu, the
Bosnian conflict and the
collapse of  the Soviet

Union. 
“Going Forward Looking

Back’ is a must-read. The
book does not offer simple
solutions or quick fixes -
there are none! It does pro-
vide invaluable insights
into the slow, sometimes
painful struggle that is
development work. This is
a practical and deeply emo-
tional book,” said Mairead
McGuinness 

The Eastern Europe Aid
& Development Network,
which was set up in 2009 to
increase co-operation
between Irish charities
working in Eastern Europe
developed the publication. 

In 2010 the Network
undertook a project to
interview Irish volunteers
and aid workers involved
in Central & Eastern
Europe. 

There are up to 100 Irish
voluntary groups still oper-
ating in the region today;
20 years after the fall of
Ceausescu in Romania and
25 years after the Cher-
nobyl accident of  1986. 

The interviews highlight
different approaches to aid
and development work over
the years – the highs and
lows, the success stories
and the lessons learned. 

The launch in NUI
Maynooth was preceded by
a conference at which vari-
ous relief  organisations
provided information on
their work and activities. 

The organisations were

Comhlamh, Dtalk, Centre
for the Study of  Wider
Europe, Department of
Anthropology, NUIM, Vol-
unteer Centres Ireland and
Voluntary Service Interna-
tional (VSI).   

The book launch and the
conference was viewed by
organisers as a great
opportunity to learn and
explore the huge amount of
work which has been done
in Central and Eastern
Europe over the years. 

There was a lot of  inter-
est in the VSI stand whose
work in Eastern Europe is
varied, including chil-
dren's summer camps,
human rights and the envi-
ronment. 

Volunteering opportuni-
ties last from two weeks to
one year. Examples of  work
Irish volunteers have done
recently include working at
a summer camp for chil-
dren in Azerbaijan, travel-
ling around Ukraine rais-
ing awareness on human
rights and working with a
youth group in Russia for
one year. 

‘Going Forward Looking
Back’ is a valuable
resource for anyone work-
ing in the region or consid-
ering getting involved in
volunteering or charity
work overseas.

It  is available in good
bookshops nationwide or
by ordering online from the
Network website www.east-
erneurope.ie 

Book on Irish relief efforts in Eastern
Europe launched in NUI Maynooth

President of NUI Maynooth Professor Tom Collins and book editor Frances
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INSET: Mairead
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speaking at the launch.


